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Preface 

R. A. Mashelkar 

The second year of NIF, as an autonomous 
body of the Department of Science and 
Technology, has been quite an eventful 
one. Many international collaborations 
were forged during the year. NIF’s efforts 
garnered international attention when the 
National Innovation Foundation of 
Malaysia (YIM) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with it to promote 
grassroots innovations in their country 
learning from the Indian experience. Later, 
NIF also signed MoUs with South Regional 
Center for Science & Technology (SRCST), 
Mozambique and Ministry of Science & 
Technology Development, Zimbabwe to 
achieve similar objectives. 

Long awaited Grassroots Technological 
Innovation Acquisition Fund (GTIAF) was 
operationalised this year with the 
acquisition of over five dozen technologies 
including plant varieties and engineering 

innovations. Detailed plans of their socio- 
commercial diffusion at low cost or no cost 
are being prepared so that their benefit 
reaches to the masses. NIF also launched 
nutritional herbal cookies based on 
community knowledge in collaboration 
with the Future Group. 

Taking centre stage again were dozens of 
grassroots innovators and outstanding 
traditional knowledge holders who had 
got awards in NIF’s Sixth Biennial National 
Competition. For the first time, the award 
function was held at the President House 
where Hon’ble President Smt. Pratibha 
Devisingh Patil gave away the awards to 
the National Award winners. It was very 
kind of her to accept and unveil the first 
copy of the national compendium of 
grassroots innovations ‘India Innovates’. 
In her august presence, NIF also threw 
open the Gandhian Inclusive Innovation 

Challenge to the countrymen. The award 
function was followed by the Grassroots 
Innovations’ exhibition for the third time 
in succession at the President House. 

I am also happy to note that many 
individual designers, design institutions 
and research & development 
organizations have joined hands with NIF 
with promising results. There also has been 
a lot of progress in the formation of the 
for-profit company, which is envisioned 
to take these grassroots technologies to the 
market completing the entire incubation 
value chain. I am really hopeful that I 
would have plenty to share in my next 
preface. 
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Introduction 

Anil K Gupta 
Executive Vice Chairperson, NIF,  Ahmedabad 
Professor, Indian Institute of Management, 
Ahmedabad 

The grassroots innovators of India 
achieved another milestone in March 2012 
when Hon’ble President of India, Smt. 
Pratibha Devisingh Patil honoured them 
at Sixth Biennial Award Function held at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan.  For the last three 
years, an innovation exhibition was 
hosted by the President to create much 
wider awareness among the visitors to the 
Mughal garden, but more importantly 
among the policy makers, diplomats and 
others.   The reach of this exhibition among 
entrepreneurs and policy makers does 
expand the mind space for creativity of 
common people. 

NIF signed three MOUs with Government 
of Malaysia, Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique.   Idea is to promote 
grassroots innovations in these countries. 
The India Innovates book compiling select 

innovations from different parts of the 
country was launched at the hands of 
President at the award function.  It has 
messages from the President and the 
Finance Minister. NIF Chairperson, Dr. R. 
A. Mashelkar announced the three 
challenges for Gandhian Inclusive 
Innovation Awards dealing with the 
problem of drudgery in paddy 
transplantation, tea plucking and using 
stoves by women.  NIF has announced 
three awards of Rs. 10 lakh, Rs. 5 lakh and 
Rs. 2.5 lakh for each of the challenge. 

Honey Bee Network had proposed a fund 
to acquire the rights of the technologies 
developed by grassroots innovators so as 
to expand public domain and license them 
to small entrepreneurs at no or low cost. 
The Department of Science and 
Technology sanctioned Grassroots 

Technological Innovation Acquisition 
Fund to expand the diffusion potential of 
various plant varieties, mechanical 
technologies and herbal pesticides. 

Out of the concern for farmers who faced 
drought stress due to gap between the first 
and second rain or delayed first rain, the 
President asked the NIF to develop some 
solutions offering mobile drip irrigation. 
Accordingly, first few prototypes were 
made by the grassroots innovators and 
showcased at the exhibition at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan on March 8, 2012. 
She gave some more ideas and the 
prototypes were modified.  In the third 
round, she mentioned some more 
problems which were again incorporated 
and the final prototypes were presented 
on July 7, 2012 at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 
The President was very pleased with the 
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rapid turnaround of ideas and prototypes 
and decided to share it with the meeting 
of the Governors in mid-July. 

Different kinds of cookies based on 
traditional knowledge of minor millets and 
other grains were developed and 
commercialised to test the market through 
the Future Group.  The response is very 
positive and further efforts will be made 
next year to expand the initiative and 
share the benefits with the communities. 

The year under review has been extremely 
rewarding from the point of view of 
patents filed, value addition done, and 
awareness spread about grassroots 
innovations and traditional knowledge 
practices. Honey Bee Network has 
continued its unstinted support to the 
cause of creativity at community level. NIF 
welcomes suggestions and ideas to scale 
up the innovations and augment the spirit 
of inclusive innovation in the country. 
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Organisational Chart 
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1. Mind to Market 

The year, for NIF, started on an exciting 
note with the launch of nutritional herbal 
cookies under the Khoj Lab initiative with 
the Future Group in April 2011 and 
culminated on a high with the Sixth 
National Award Function at the President 
House in March 2012.  There were 
numerous stimulating activities involving 
innovators, experts, policy makers and 
other stake holders. The status change of 
NIF in the previous year from having a 
corpus to getting an annual budget 
resulted in slightly better availability of 
resources. This helped NIF to process 
more projects for 
detailed documentation, 
validation, value 
addition, and diffusion of 
grassroots technologies 
on commercial or non 
commercial basis with or 
without patent support. 
Much still remains to be 
done. Obviously, for 
even much greater and 
significant social impact, 
the resource requirement 
of NIF during Twelfth 

Five Year Plan will also be sizably more. 

Catching them young: IGNITE 
competition 

The national competition of children’s 
original technological ideas and 
innovations -‘IGNITE 11’, running from 
Oct 16, 2010 to September 10, 2011 
witnessed the participation of students 
from 25 States and Union Territories of the 
country. Of the total 4104 submissions 
received, 21 ideas/innovations of 32 
students were selected for the awards. The 
winners were honoured by Dr. A. P. J. 
Abdul Kalam on November 11, 2011 in a 

function organized at Indian Institute of 
Management, Ahmedabad. Most of the 
awarded ideas/ innovations provided by 
the children presented creative solutions 
to common problems. Patent applications 
were filed for most of the ideas by NIF and 
prototypes were also developed for many. 
The central idea that NIF has tried to 
convey is that once children share ideas, 
country must communicate 
unambiguously that it cares for their ideas. 
A kind of Inverted Model of Innovation 
has been institutionalised implying 
that children innovate, engineers and 
designers fabricate, and companies 
commercialize. 

IGNITE 12 competition 
is presently underway 
and the last date for 
receiving the entries is 
August 31, 2012. Till 
date, we have received 
about more than 500 
entries from the 
students. The results 
will be announced on 
October 15, 2012, the 
birthday of Dr. A.P. J. 
Abdul Kalam, 

IGNITE 11 awardees 
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celebrated as Children’s Creativity and 
Innovation Day. 

Recognising the future innovation leaders: 
the Sixth National Biennial Award 
Function 

The creative people at the grassroots got 
recognition at the highest level yet again 
when the President of India, Smt. Pratibha 
Devisingh Patil gave away the Sixth 
National Biennial Awards to outstanding 
innovators and traditional knowledge 
holders from the informal sector on 
March 9, 2012 at Rashtrapati Bhawan, 
New Delhi. She also hosted an 
exhibition of grassroots 
innovations at the same venue. It 
was perhaps the first such 
occasion when any head of state 
honored grassroots innovators in 
a function at the President House. 
This act of Presidential 
recognition of the tremendous 
creativity of the people at the 
grassroots, may serve as a global 
benchmark and a point of 
reference in the history of the 
grassroots innovations 
movement. 

In the Sixth National Biennial 
Competition (Jan 1, 2007 to Jan 31, 2009) 
of NIF, over 36,000 submissions were 
received, which were put through 
rigorous screening processes at different 
levels. After seeking the advice of the 
Research Advisory Committees 
comprising experts from formal and 
informal sectors, a total of 47 innovators 
and three communities for 46 awards were 
shortlisted for recognition during the Sixth 
award function. The awards given were: 
Life time Achievement (1) National (15), 
State (7), Consolation (18), Diffusion (1), 
Idea (1), and a student award (1) along 

with appreciation for two.  Many 
distinguished guests including Shri Jairam 
Ramesh, Union Minister for Rural 
Development, representatives from 
different Embassies/Consulates, 
Secretaries of various Government 
departments, Directors of institutions, 
Vice Chancellors, and Scientists among 
others graced the occasion. 

The function started with the unveiling of 
the first print of the India Innovates book 
by the President Dr. R. A. Mashelkar, the 
Chairperson of NIF, in his welcome 
address expressed gratitude to the 

President for endorsing the 
grassroots innovations 
movement and championing it at 
appropriate fora. He particularly 
mentioned the initiative taken by 
the President to celebrate the 
current decade (2011-20) as the 
Indian decade of Innovation.  He 
also explained the three 
challenges, announced under the 
Gandhian Inclusive Innovation 
Awards by the Hon’ble President, 
concerning the drudgery of 
women viz. a manual paddy 
transplanter, a machine for 

6th National Awards: 
Amrutbhai receiving 
Lite Time 
Achievement Award 
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plucking tea leaves and a biomass based 
high efficiency cooking stove with 
minimum emissions. Three awards in each 
category worth Rs Ten Lakh, Rs Five lakh 
and Rs Two and a half lakh were 
announced. 

Later, the President gave away fifteen 
National Awards and a Life time 
achievement award to fourteen grassroots 
innovators and three community 
representatives amid thunderous 
applause from the gathering. Dr. T. 
Ramasami, Secretary, Department of 
Science and Technology, GOI, while 
proposing the vote of thanks mentioned 
that innovation is truly a flow of 
inspiration where the mind is expressing 
itself. Reflecting on the response NIF 
received during the recently concluded 
African Science and Technology 
Ministers’ Meeting, he added that the 
initiatives of NIF are going to connect India 
to the rest of the world. 

In the second session of the award 
function, Dr. R. A. Mashelkar gave away 
the 7 State awards, 18 Consolation 
awards, 2 Appreciation certificates and 
one award each under Idea, Diffusion and 

Student category. This was followed by 
the conferment of three Media Awards, 
five Partnership awards and four Scout 
Awards to the awardees by Dr Mashelkar 
and Dr Ramasami. NIF understands and 
appreciates the contribution of different 
people and institutions at different stages 
of the value chain, hence, these awards 
assume special importance. These awards 
were given to journalists for promoting the 
cause of grassroots innovations, to a 
patent firm for proving pro bono support 
for IPR protection, to a design institution 
for value adding grassroots technologies, 
two fabricators for converting student 
ideas to prototypes, an engineering 
institution for providing mentoring 
and incubation support, and scouts who 
help discover these innovators at the first 
place. 

The Sixth National Biennial Awards 
ceremony brought together people from 
diverse cultural and linguistic 
background. Obtaining the centre stage in 
the most celebrated place of the country, 
the President House, reaffirmed the 
potential of the grassroots innovators 
before a diverse audience comprising both 
national and international representatives. 

The Third Innovations’ Exhibition at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan 

Grassroots technologies from different 
parts of the country were on display 
during the third innovations’ exhibition 
organised at the President House during 
March 9-15, 2012. Thirty one awarded 
technologies including five plant varieties 
were displayed along with eighteen other 
technologies. Hon’ble President of India 
inaugurated the exhibition and witnessed 
the creativity of the people. 

The special attraction this time, in addition 
to the awarded innovations, was the 
display of value added innovations along 
with the original prototypes developed by 
the innovators. In most cases, NIF had 
engaged a design or engineering firm/ 
institution to add value and improve the 
grassroots technologies. Another pavilion 
was of the children’s innovations depicting 
the ‘Inverted Model of Innovation’ wherein 
children are only expected to ideate while 
creation and commercialisation would be 
taken care of by engineers and companies. 

On display were a cluster of sprayers as 
well. Earlier, Hon’ble President had 
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suggested developing cost effective 
sprayers, which could optimally use 
water, for the dry and drought 
prone regions of Maharashtra. 
Innovator developed models were 
demonstrated to President, who 
felicitated them for their efforts. 

Over the period of seven days, the 
foot fall in the exhibition was in 
thousands, which included 
prominent visitors like 
Ambassadors of various countries 
and their representatives, 
Secretaries to the Government of 
India, Ministers, Diplomats, 
Members of Planning Commission, 
Scientists, Academicians, and Journalists 
among others. 

On the sidelines of the Innovations’ 
Exhibition NIF also organised two 
important meetings as well. The first one 
being the innovators’ meet where 
innovators were asked to speak and share 
their experiences. Innovators were asked 
to look for other creative people from their 
own regions and send their details to NIF 
so that NIF can then take a view on their 
ideas/innovations and take appropriate 

action. It was also felt that mutual 
interaction among innovators was 
missing. It was suggested that as different 
innovators have different skill sets, 
increasing communication between each 
other would solve many problems, which 
otherwise take a long time for an 
individual innovator to solve. The second 
meeting was to discuss with experts the 
engineering technologies to be acquired 
for social/commercial diffusion at low cost 
or no cost under the Grassroots 
Technological Innovation Acquisition 
Fund (GTIAF). 

The exploration walks: the Shodh 
Yatras 

Joining hands with SRISTI and 
Honey Bee Network, NIF 
participated in 27th Shodh yatra 
from Silli to Hundru, Ranchi 
(Jharkhand), from May 28 to June 
3, 2011. Along with the 
participants from Uttarakhand, 
Haryana, Delhi, West Bengal, 
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Andhra 
Pradesh and Bihar, there were also 
participants from UK and US in 
this Shodh yatra, which was 
organized in partnership with the 

Social Upliftment Trust and 
Literacy Mission. In this Yatra, a total of 
70 participants walked through the 
rural areas of Silli, Sonahatu, Rahe and 
Annagadha blocks of Ranchi. 
Majority of the villages lack proper 
access to water. But it was interesting to 
note many initiatives of villagers to solve 
it at their own level. The yatra 
also provided the yatris, the opportunity 
to learn from the local culture of sharing 
and cooperation, which was even 
manifested in the ethics of knowledge 
transfer. 

Hon’ble President with innovator Y Mangi Singh from Manipur 
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The 28th Shodh yatra was organized 
from Sailam to Melriat in the Aizawl 
district of Mizoram, from January 9 to 
14, 2012 where about sixty people 
participated. The journey, which 
exposed the extraordinary spirit of 
collective discipline, cleanliness and 
water conservation of the Mizo people, 
was an eye opener for the shodh yatris. 
In this context, the yatri’s found 
Mizoram as a model to be replicated in 
other parts of the country. During the 
Shodh Yatras, many idea, biodiversity 
and recipe competitions were also 
organized and many innovators, 
outstanding students, centenarians, 
farmers, and herbal healers were 
felicitated. 

Savouring the taste of the forgotten: 
Sattvik 2011 

The 9th Traditional Food Festival - Sattvik 
2011 was organised by SRISTI during 
December 16-18, 2011 at Indian Institute 
of Management, Ahmadabad. Over the 
period of three days, more than 45000 
people visited the festival. A wide variety 
of recipes such as parathas from leaves 
of Saijan (Saragava), multigrain pizzas, 

nutritious products of gooseberry, aloe vera, 
cactus fruits, qahwah (Kashmiri tea), mahua 
ice-cream, brahmi kakhra and herbal 
biscuits were on sale at the event. 

NIF and GIAN set up an innovation 
exhibition at the venue and organized idea 
competition for children. Among the 
innovations displayed, milking machine, 
bed sheet squeezer, solar mosquito 
destroyer, tree climber and the travel bag 
with folding seats was of special attraction 
to the visitors and received maximum 
queries. Modified steel version of the low 
cost bamboo wind mill originally made by 
Mehtar Hussain and Mushtaq Ahmed from 
Assam was also on display. The same was 
redesigned for the use of salt farmers of 
Gujarat to pump underground saline water 
with the help of Ahmedabad based 
Chaudhary fabricators. A team of four 
students from Delft University of 
Technology, The Netherlands also worked 
with GIAN West to undertake design 
improvements. 

A Technology Clearing House was also 
organized on 18th December 2011 with the 
objective to show case innovative 
technologies before potential entrepreneurs 

so that partnerships may be build to take 
these forward. 
Foundation Day Celebrations 

The 12th Foundation Day of NIF was 
celebrated at SRISTI on February 28, 2012. 
A brain storming session with farmers, 
academicians, students, innovators and 
well wishers of the Honey Bee Network 
family was organized on the occasion to 
discuss new strategies to take the 
grassroots innovation’s movement further. 
Special focus was given on reaching out 
to the women innovators and workers. 

2. Activities 

a) Scouting and Documentation 

Seventh and Eighth National Biennial 
Competition of Green Grassroots 
Innovations and Outstanding Traditional 
Knowledge 

In the Seventh National Competition, 
which concluded on March 31, 2011, NIF 
received over 20,000 creative ideas, 
innovations and traditional knowledge 
(TK) practices from about 315 districts of 
the country. Honey Bee Network 
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volunteers contributed the majority of 
entries. Currently, the short listing of ideas, 
innovations and TK practices is being 
undertaken for presentation before the 
Research Advisory Committees for 
recommending the awards. 

The Eighth National Biennial competition 
began on April 1, 2011, and will continue 
till March 31, 2013.  So far 7636 entries 
have been received from 370 districts of 
the country. 

IGNITE campaign to harness the 
creativity of children 

IGNITE 12, the sixth edition of IGNITE, 
the national competition of students’ ideas 
and innovations, is presently underway 
and is accepting entries till August 31, 
2012.  More than five hundred entries 
have already been received. 

Workshops, Meetings and Consultations: 
reaching out 

A one day national consultation meeting 
discussing the Traditional Knowledge and 
Traditional Cultural Expressions was 
organized by Federation of Indian 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI) on April 26, 2011. NIF 
represented the Honey Bee Network in the 
same to put forth the views of network. 

For scaling up the scouting and 
documentation activities, NIF organized 
meetings and workshops in different parts 
of the country. A two day workshop on 
capacity building for scouting, 
documentation and dissemination for 
grassroots innovations and traditional 
knowledge was jointly organized by NIF 
and the Sikkim State Council of Science 
& Technology (SSCST) at Gangtok on May 
19-20, 2011. Interactive workshops were 
organized at Vishkapattanam (Andhra 
Pradesh), Kullu (Himachal Pradesh), 
Bettiah (Bihar), and Panchmahal and 
Sabarkantha (Gujarat) on 25th April, 5th 
May, 21st May, 29th July and 18th August 
2011 respectively. The workshops were 
attended by traditional knowledge holders 
and grassroots innovators along with local 
volunteers and scouts. Discussions on 
traditional knowledge protection, usage of 
plants for treating various human and 
animal ailments, and the availability of 
other useful flora and fauna were held. A 
number of traditional knowledge practices 

and some innovations were also 
documented during these workshops. 
Another meeting of volunteers was 
organised at the Dhempe College of Arts 
and Science, Panaji, Goa on February 17, 
2012 with the help of Botanical Society of 
Goa. These workshops in Gujarat and Goa 
were organized in collaboration with 
SRISTI and other partners. 

During this period, NIF joined hands with 
new partners including Sikkim State 
Science and Technology Council, 
(Gangtok, Sikkim), Bethany Society 
(Shillong, Meghalaya), Sripat Singh 
College, (Murshidabad, West Bengal), 
M.S. College (Motihari, Bihar), 
Pancharatna  Gramya Bikash Kendra 
(Nalbari, Assam), Mar Thoma College 
(Thiruvalla, Kerala) and Periyar 
University (Salem, Tamil Nadu). 

b) Value Addition, Research and 
Development 

Sixth National Research Advisory 
Committee Meetings 

For recommending the innovators for 
recognition at NIF’s Sixth National Award 
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Function, two Research Advisory 
Committee (RAC) meetings of experts for 
evaluation of herbal, agricultural and 
engineering technologies were organised 
on October 9 and 17, 2011 at Indian 
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. 
The RAC for herbal technologies was 
chaired by Dr. P.L. Gautam, Chairperson, 
Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ 
Rights Authority, Government of India. 
The RAC for engineering technologies was 
chaired by Prof. Ashok Jhunjhunwala, 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. 
A Research Advisory Committee meeting 
comprising experts from informal sector 
including innovators and farmers was 
organised on November 7, 2011 at NIF 
under the Chairmanship of Shri 
Sundaram Verma of Sikar, Rajasthan, 
who is a seasoned farmer innovator and 
an old collaborator of Honey Bee 
Network. A total of twenty nine herbal 
and forty three engineering technologies 
were presented before the experts of both 
the RACs. 

Validation of Herbal technologies 

NIF undertook extensive efforts for the 
testing and validation of promising 

technologies shared by traditional 
knowledge holders and farmers. Apart 
from an initial evaluation at SRISTI 
Laboratory in many cases, the evaluation 
of agriculture practices was undertaken 
at National Centre for Integrated Pest 
Management (NCIPM), New Delhi, 
Indian Cardamom Research Institute 
(ICRI), Idukki (Kerala) and Indian 
Institute of Spices Research (IISR), Calicut, 
Kerala. Human Health Products were 
evaluated at Bangalore University, 
Karnataka, Indian Institute of 
Toxicological Research (IITR), Lucknow, 
National Institute of Cholera and Enteric 
Diseases, Kolkata and Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR), Virus Unit, 
Kolkata and at PMNM Dental College and 
Hospital and HSK College of Pharmacy, 
Bagalkot, Karnataka. In case of veterinary 
technologies, the evaluations were 
undertaken at Bombay Veterinary College, 
Nagpur Veterinary College, College of 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Udgir 
College of Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences, Parbhani, Maharashtra; 
Veterinary College and Research Institute 
(VCRI), Namakkal, Madras Veterinary 
College, TNUVAS, Tamil Nadu, College 
of Veterinary science, Sher-e-Kashmir 

University of Agriculture Sciences and 
Technology (SKUASAT), Jammu & 
Kashmir, College of Veterinary Science & 
Animal Husbandry, Jabalpur, Madhya 
Pradesh Pashu Chikitsa Vigyan 
Vishwavidyalaya (MPPCVV), College of 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences 
(COVAS), Palampur, Himachal Pradesh 
and Mathura Veterinary College, Pandit 
Deen Dayal Upadhaya Pashu Chikitsa 
Vigyan Vishwavidyalaya Evam Go 
Anusandhan Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh. 

Testing and Value Addition of 
Engineering Technologies 

The testing, value addition and design 
improvement of grassroots innovations is 
being taken care by NIF in collaboration 
with premier academic/research 
institutes and design firms across the 
country. NIF has facilitated the testing of 
grassroots technologies at Automotive 
Research Association of India (ARAI), 
Pune, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Guwahati and IIT, Kharagpur, and The 
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), 
New Delhi. The firms/institutions that 
have been engaged in undertaking value 
addition and design improvement tasks 
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include IITs, Gandhinagar, Guwahati and 
Kharagpur, Srishti School of Arts, Design 
and Technology, Bangalore, Earth Care 
Design Pvt. Ltd., Nashik, January Design 
Pvt. Ltd., Gurgaon, and Dhirubhai 
Ambani Institute of Information and 
Communication Technology, 
Gandhinagar. 

Grassroots Innovations Design Studios 
(GRIDS) were established at Indian 
Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar on 
July 22, 2011 and SRISTI School of Arts 
Design and Technology, Bangalore on 
September 28, 2011 for facilitating formal 

design and technical inputs to the 
grassroots innovations. 

Many interns from various institutions 
including two fellows of Design Impact, 
a US based non – profit organization 
were provided an opportunity to work 
on live grassroots innovation projects. 

Direct support to grassroots innovators 

NIF extended financial support to seven 
innovators from six states for 
establishing or improving community 
fabrication facilities at the innovators’ 

premises. Besides this direct support for 
prototype development was also extended 
to twenty seven innovators from different 
parts of the country. 

CSIR-NIF Joint Implementation 
Committee Meeting 

A meeting of CSIR –NIF Joint 
Implementation Committee was held on 
May 4, 2011 at New Delhi where a total 
of fourteen technologies were presented. 
CMERI, Durgapur took up Mini Sanitary 
Napkin Making Machine for value 
addition. 

MoU between NIF and ICMR 

NIF extended its Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) for 
validation of practices received from 
traditional knowledge holders on June 16, 
2011. The MoU shall be valid for another 
five years till 2016. This collaboration will 
strengthen the synergy achieved between 
informal, uncodified and non-classical 
health related people’s knowledge and the 
formal scientific knowledge of apex 
institution for medical research in the 
country. It will focus on grassroots 
traditional knowledge based practices 
that incorporate either use of new 
medicinal plants not reported in any 
Indian codified literature or new use of 
already mentioned medicinal plants or 
multi-herb formulations for drug 
development based on the combination of 
two earlier factors. 

With the support from ICMR, NIF is 
establishing an exclusive herbarium & 
crude drug repository dedicated for Non- 
codified plants. This is a unique attempt 
as perhaps no such herbarium and 
repository exists in India. This herbarium 

Improved Prototype of Sajid 
Ansari’s Grain Sorter by 
Srishti School of Arts, 
Design and Technology 
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and repository would house plant 
specimens, crude drug samples as well as 
extracts for future use and reference work. 

c. Business Development and 
Micro Venture 

In order to create market for grassroots 
technologies, the BD section organised 
demonstrations of technologies in 
coordination with the innovators, 
provided them packaging, labeling and 
branding support, helped in 
benchmarking and market research and 
also issued advertisements for licensing. 
NIF also engaged two market research 
firms, viz. Genesis (Pune) and Market 
Insight (NOIDA) to undertake market 
survey for estimating demand of some of 
the grassroots technologies. 

Micro Venture Innovation Fund (MVIF) 
During the period, an investment 
amounting to Rs. 21, 68, 000 (Rs. Twenty 
one Lakh Sixty Eight Thousand Rupees) 
was made in eight ongoing projects and 
one new project. Repayment worth Rs. 35, 
06, 658 (Rs. Thirty Five Lakh Six Thousand 
Six Hundred and Fifty Eight Rupees) was 
also received during the period. 

National Innovation Incubation 
Committee meeting 

The meeting of National Innovation 
Incubation Committee meeting was held 
on April 21, 2011 at KLMDC, IIM 
Ahmedabad under the chairmanship of 
Prof Jagdish Sheth (Goizueta Business 
School). Keeping in mind the rawness of 
grassroots technologies, the National 
Innovation Incubation Committee 
emphasized on the identifying the need 
gaps in the consumer mind and 
recommended the collection of feed- 
forward from potential consumers for 
product development. It also suggested the 
collection of feedback on the feature/price 
trade off from the lead users. It was 
decided to share the responsibilities, 
identify milestones, develop road map and 
the indicators of performance. 

Commercialization efforts 

The first few products to roll out from Khoj 
Lab, a joint initiative of NIF and Future 
Group were a range of herbal nutritional 
cookies, based on the traditional 
knowledge of the Bhil community, 
launched on April 27, 2011 at the 

Kankaria Big Bazaar, Ahmedabad. The 
four different types of cookies viz. Cornif, 
7-Grains, Kodri and Falhari contained no 
added synthetic or artificial flavours and 
were rich in carbohydrates, protein and 
minerals. The Future Group also provided 
opportunity to a grassroots innovator, 
Mansukh Prajapati to sell his earthen 
kitchen products by giving space at one 
of its Big Bazaar outlet. It is also being 
proposed to start a for-profit company in 
collaboration with the Future Group to 
take many of the promising innovations 
to the market. 

GIAN/NIF also facilitated the transfer of 
technology of the Cashew nut Shelling 
Device of Shri Subhash Jagtap to Dhumal 
Engineering based at Nashik, 
Maharashtra. The firm has been given 
non-exclusive manufacturing and 
marketing rights in India for a period of 
two years. Currently, the firm is engaged 
in further research and development of the 
technology. 

Improving web presence 

The Business Development Portal of NIF 
plays a great role in facilitating the sales 
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of the innovations. Updation of the online 
catalogues was initiated and the ‘ready to 
order’ technologies were displayed. In 
addition to this BD portal, NIF also 
collaborated with online market portals 
such as Indiamart.com and 
Tradeindia.com. Catalogues of 
innovations have been displayed on these 
platforms and regular inquires are being 
received, which are being followed up. 

Engaging students 

DISHA 2011- a business plan competition 
for grassroots innovations was organised 
in collaboration with the Management 
Development Institute (MDI), Gurgaon in 
which twenty three teams from the 
premier institutes across the country 
participated. NIF also provided internship 
opportunity to management and 
entrepreneurship students from various 
institutions including IIMs Ahmedabad 
and Shillong, Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute (EDI), Ahmedabad, 
Bora Institute of Management Sciences 
(BIMS), Lucknow, Manipur Institute of 
Management Studies (MIMS), Manipur, 
Kirloskar Institute of Advanced 
Management Studies (KIAMS), Harihar, 

Karnataka and KIITS School of Rural 
Management (KSRM). Their work 
primarily focused on development of 
business plans and market benchmarking 
of the grassroots innovations. 

d) Intellectual Property Rights 
Management 

During the period, with the help of law 
firms like Anand and Anand, Surana and 
Surana, Legasolv, Lall Lahiri and 
Salhotra, Closer2patents, ilf RSJ, Khurana 
and Khurana, Y J Trivedi & Co., a total of 
120 new patents were filed for grassroots 
technologies. Design registration 
applications for three technologies and a 
trademark application were also filed 
during this period. 

e) Information Technology 

NIF engaged Merit System Pvt ltd., 
Bangalore to develop a framework for 
designing Management Information 
System for NIF. The project exercises all 
technology concepts, establishes feasibility 
of the tools, finalizing usage of business 
units, user groups and roles in workflow, 
enable folder structure to file documents 

in Alfresco/mailroom usage. During the 
period executable workflow patterns for 
various functional units were shared. NIF 
also procured the commercial software 
solution for project management. 
f) Dissemination and Social 
Diffusion 

NIF continued its efforts to reach its 
innovations to a wide audience including 
the members of the general public, policy 
makers, academicians, stake holders, key 
government officials and entrepreneurs 
through various fora across urban and 
rural areas. 

Publications 

The Sixth National Award book profiling 
the grassroots innovators and traditional 
knowledge holders recognized at the Sixth 
National Biennial Award Function at 
President House, New Delhi on March 9, 
2012 was brought out. ‘India Innovates’ - 
a compendium of innovations from 
different parts of the country was also 
prepared for the purpose. The same was 
unveiled at the hands of Hon’ble President 
of India Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil at 
the award function. The book also has 
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messages from the President 
and the Finance Minister, Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee. 

NIF also prepared a book, 
‘Africa Calling’, which was 
distributed among delegates 
participating in the two day 
conference of India-Africa 
Science & Technology Ministers 
at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 
during March 1-2, 2012. NIF 
also prepared a booklet of 
innovations for the Third 
Innovations’ Exhibition at 
President House, New Delhi during March 
9-15, 2012. 

Partnering with Indian Post 

NIF had been in discussion with the Postal 
department to promote scouting, 
documentation and dissemination using 
the postal network. In February, with the 
support of the Postal department and NIF, 
SRISTI initiated a pilot in Gujarat to reach 
out about 18, 500, villages of the state. A 
poster displaying various useful 
technologies and giving details of the NIF’s 
National Competition was put up in every 

village at three places viz. Panchayat 
Bhavan, Village Dairy and School. 
Detailed feedback of the exercise is being 
collected through volunteers and scouts. 

Coordination with Media 

The stories on grassroots innovations were 
published by leading newspapers and 
magazines like The Hindu, Times of India, 
Indian Express, DNA, Divya Bhaskar, 
Hindustan, Yojana and Frontline and 
others.  NIF was the knowledge partner 
in the Times of India’s environmental 
initiative “Take Care Take Charge” where 

sustainable green ideas were 
invited from the readers. NIF was 
also part of the National Jury to 
select the winners. A team from 
BBC London profiled the Honey 
Bee Network and NIF for one of 
its series.  Abdul Razaak, the 
innovator of mobile based burglar 
alarm and Sriprakash Dwivedi, 
the innovator of mobile based 
vehicle theft identification device 
were featured as a part of its series 
on “emerging markets” on April 
8, 2011. The same was telecast to 
a worldwide audience on June 10, 

2011. 

Workshops and Conferences 

NIF represented the Honey Bee Network 
in the ‘INDNOR conference on Social 
Entrepreneurship: A catalyst for 
sustainable development’, organized by 
NTNU, Trondheim, at Norway during 
October 4-5, 2011. A detailed presentation 
on the promotion of children’s creativity, 
importance of ingenuity for nurturing 
future entrepreneurs, particularly social 
entrepreneurs was given by NIF 
representatives on the occasion. Being a 

Unveiling of ‘India Innovates’ book by the Hon’ble President 
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program organized by Indian- Norwegian 
cooperation, the conference was attended 
by faculty, students, local office bearers 
and policy makers of both the countries. 
The concept of Shodh Yatra was much 
appreciated by the participants. 

Representing the Honey Bee Network, Dr. 
Vipin Kumar, Chief Innovation Officer of 
NIF attended ‘Indigenous Knowledge 
Technology Conference 2011: Embracing 
Indigenous Knowledge Systems in a New 
Technology Design Paradigm’ during 
November 2-4, 2011 at Windhoek, 
Namibia.  He was the resource person for 
the “Rural Innovation Workshop”, a 
major program of conference. The 
objective of workshop was to review 
current approaches in scouting, 
dissemination and commercialization of 
rural innovations, stakeholder 
involvement and roles, benefit sharing 
models, IP ownership models, ICT and 
other supportive infrastructures, as well 
as results and lessons learned. 

The Haryana Kisan Ayog organized a 
national workshop on farmer-led 
innovations in Collaboration with CCS 
HAU, Hisar, ICAR, PPV&FRA, TAAS 

and NIF during December 23-24, 2011. 
Thirteen farmers, who had developed 
improved varieties, were nominated by 
NIF for the workshop and were also 
felicitated by the Chief Minister of 
Haryana. 

Participation in Exhibitions 

NIF set up an exhibition of grassroots 
innovations at the DST pavilion in the 31st 
India International Trade Fair organized 
during November, 14-27, 2011 at Pragati 
Maidan, New Delhi. Many business 
queries and orders for innovations like 
Incense stick making machine, mileage 
enhancer for automobiles, and others 
were received. Brochures/posters 
containing information about NIF’s 
competitions (Biennial and Ignite) were 
distributed to the visitors along with 
newsletters and CDs. 

The 99th Indian Science Congress was 
organized with the theme of Science and 
Technology for Inclusive innovation:  Role 
of Women at Bhubaneshwar, Orissa 
during January 3-7, 2012. In the pavilion 
of Department of Science and Technology 
at Pride of India Expo, a stall of NIF was 

put up to showcase the work of creative 
people at the grassroots. Some local 
student innovators were also invited to be 
present at the NIF stall with their 
innovative models. 

NIF also participated in many other 
exhibitions including 3rd Vision 
Rajasthan 2012 during January 15-17, 
2012 at Jaipur, INSPIRO 2012 on January 
21, 2012 at Mumbai, Empresario 2012 at 
Entrepreneurship Development Institute 
of India (EDI), Ahmedabad on March 23, 
2012  and India Engineering Sourcing 
Show (IESS) 2012 during March 22-24, 
2012 at Mumbai where the Deputy 
Ministers of Commerce of Czech Republic 
and Mozambique, Senior Officials from 
Ministry of Commerce, Government of 
India and representatives of High 
Commissions/ Embassies of Canada, 
Czech Republic, African countries were 
also present. 
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 3. New Initiatives 

Grassroots Technological Innovation 
Acquisition Fund (GTIAF) 

One of the milestones for NIF this financial 
year was the operationalisation of the 
GTIAF.  This fund will allow NIF to 
acquire rights of technologies from the 
innovators for generating public goods. 
NIF may declare some of them to be open 
source, and some of them can be pooled 
and blended to form new products.  These 
can then be licensed to a large number of 
small entrepreneurs at low cost or no cost 
to promote large scale diffusion of the 
technologies. It is hoped that 
GTIAF will prevent people from 
waiting for 10-20 years for getting 
their first return out of their 
unique and/or distinctive 
knowledge/innovation. 

For preparing the guidelines, and 
detailing the operationalisation 
procedure, NIF organised 
consultation meetings with the 
experts from both formal and 
informal background. The 
meeting with formal background 

experts was held on October 9, 2011 and 
October 17, 2011 at IIM Ahmedabad. 
Consultation with Informal experts was 
had on November 7, 2011 at IIM 
Ahmedabad. Based on the suggestions, the 
draft guidelines and draft agreement was 
prepared, which was circulated to the 
experts and their feedback was 
incorporated. Subsequently, legal advice 
was also sought on the same. Another 
round of consultation was held on 
March 11, 2012 at the President House on 
the side lines of the Third Innovation 
Exhibition. 

NIF organised the First Grassroots 
Technological Innovation Acquisition 

Fund (GTIAF) meeting at NASC Complex, 
New Delhi on February 21, 2012 in 
collaboration with Protection of Plant 
Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Authority 
(PPV&FRA). The meeting to explain the 
concept of technology acquisition fund to 
innovative farmers was chaired by Prof 
PL Gautam, Chairman, PPV&FRA. In this 
meeting, 24 farmers, from 8 states, who 
had developed over 39 improved varieties 
of 15 crops like paddy, wheat, mustard, 
bean, pigeon pea, cardamom, pepper, etc. 
participated and Rs Twelve lakh were 
disbursed to them from the GTIAF. 

NIF organised the second GTIAF meeting 
inviting different innovators on March 26, 

2012 at IIM, Ahmedabad. The 
purpose of the Fund, rights, 
duties and obligations of both 
NIF and the innovators were 
clearly communicated to them 
and suggestions sought. 
Subsequently, the innovators 
willing to hand over the rights 
of their technologies to NIF 
signed agreement with it. In 
all, the rights of thirty one 
technologies were acquired at 
the cost of over Rs Fifteen Lakh 
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Twenty Five Thousand. In total NIF has 
acquired rights of seventy technologies at 
the cost of Rs Twenty Seven Lakh Twenty 
Five Thousand. Plans are being chalked 
out for social diffusion/dissemination of 
these technologies in relevant pockets of 
the country. 

Gandhian Inclusive Innovation 
Challenge Awards 2012 

In NIF’s Sixth National Award Function 
on March 9, 2012, Hon’ble President Smt. 
Pratibha Devisingh Patil and Dr R A 
Mashelkar, Chairperson, NIF announced 
the Gandhian Inclusive Innovation 
Challenge Awards for three challenges 
concerning the drudgery of women viz. a 
manual paddy transplanter, a machine for 
plucking tea leaves and a biomass based 
high efficiency cooking stove with 
minimum emissions. Three awards worth 
Rs Ten Lakh, Rs Five lakh and Rs Two and 
a half lakh were announced for each 
challenge. 

Challenge 1 
Developing a manual paddy transplanter 

Challenge 3 
Developing a fuel efficient bio mass stove 

Challenge 2 
Developing a tea plucking device 
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4. New Partnerships and 
Collaborations 

MoU with Malaysian Innovation 
Foundation 

The Malaysian Innovation Foundation 
or Yayasan Inovasi Malayasia (YIM) 
signed a MoU with NIF on July 2, 2011 to 
collaborate for developing long term 
strategies for the promotion of grassroots 
innovations. The MoU for this 
collaboration was signed at a ceremony 
held in Malayasia in conjunction with the 
2nd Malaysia-India Joint Committee 
Meeting on Cooperation in Science and 
Technology (S&T). Both the parties are 
expected to share resources and expertise 
to develop specific programs for grassroots 
innovators in line with YIM’s and NIF’s 
objective of reaching out to the youth, 
women, people with disabilities and the 
grassroots communities. This partnership 
also explores the possibilities to market 
grassroots innovation from one country in 
the other so that the vision of Grassroots 
to Global (G2G) can be fulfilled. 

Africa Calling 

NIF showcased grassroots innovations 
having potential for diffusion in Africa at 
India-Africa Science & Technology 
Ministers’ Conference during March 1-2, 
2012, at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi.  NIF 
got good response for grassroots products 
showcased at the exhibition from the 
African delegation.  NIF also signed MoUs 
with South Regional Center for Science & 
Technology (SRCST), Mozambique and 
Ministry of Science and Technology 
Development, Zimbabwe. 

This collaboration is aimed at a) 
developing long term strategies and plan 
of action for the promotion of creativity 
and innovation, b) sharing of expertise and 
resources for the designing of specific 
community development programs 
benefiting grassroots communities, youth, 
women and people with disabilities, c) 
organizing programs of common interest, 
d) creating new platforms for recognizing 
the creative ideas and innovations and e) 
initiating the advocacy efforts for the 
protection of innovations through 
Intellectual Property rights. 

MoU with Electronics and Quality 
Development Centre (EQDC), 
Gandhinagar 

NIF entered into an understanding with 
the Electronics and Quality Development 
Centre (EQDC), Gandhinagar on March 
26, 2012. Under this collaboration, EQDC 
will provide (1) infrastructure facilities 
and guidance for prototyping of 
innovations (2) mentoring and 
certification services and (3) testing 
support. The fabrication lab (FABLAB) of 
NIF will also be relocated to the EQDC 
campus at Gandhinagar. 

5. Institutional Policies 

Official language policy: For implementing 
the Official Language Policy of the 
Government, NIF has taken quite a few 
initiatives. As NIF staff comprises 
professionals from many states speaking 
different languages, in order to popularize 
Hindi among them, a Hindi word is 
written everyday on a white board 
displayed prominently at the premises. 
Phonetic transcription of the Hindi word 
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and its meaning is also written in English 
for the ease of the staff. 

All posters and dissemination material of 
NIF are available in both Hindi and 
English. Efforts are being undertaken to 
have all other publications in Hindi as well 
as other regional languages. NIF also 
supports dissemination of a SRISTI 
Innovations’ Hindi publication, Soojh 
Boojh aas paas ki about grassroots 
innovations in the Hindi speaking belt. 

Additionally, NIF makes concerted efforts 
to promote regional languages as well. All 
letters received by NIF in local languages 
are replied in the same language. For this 
the services of translators are taken. NIF 
also supports the publication of 
newsletters in six regional newsletters viz. 
Oriya, Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and 
Malayalam and procures copies of 
Gujarati version for wider dissemination. 

6.  Administrative Matters 

A. Recruitment of Director/Chief 
Innovation Officer: The post of Director/ 
Chief Innovation Officer of NIF based on 
the guidelines of DST was advertised in 

national newspapers. The summaries of 
candidates with the copies of application 
forms have been sent to DST. 

B. Recruitment of Scientist Positions: A 
selection committee under the 
chairmanship of Dr. R. A. Mashelkar 
interviewed 42 candidates during 
December 5-6, 2011 for different positions 
at NIF and selected following candidates 

1. Dr. Vipin Kumar and Shri Mahesh 
Patel for National Innovation 
Coordinator/Scientist F position 

2. Dr. Vivek Kumar for Senior 
Innovation Officer/ Scientist D 
position 

3. Dr. Nitin Maurya, Shri Kishore 
Kadbe and Mr. Pawan Kumar 
Singh for Innovation Officer/ 
Scientist C position 

All professionals except Shri Kishore 
Kadbe joined NIF at their respective 
positions. 

C. Recruitment of Fellows and 
Research Associates:  Interviews for the 
positions of Fellows and Research 
Associates (RAs) were conducted at IIMA 
on May 23, 2011 and six candidates were 

recruited. Also interviews for the position 
of Project Fellows, RAs, Project Assistants 
(PAs) and Field Assistants (FAs) were 
conducted on May 13, 2011 and June 5, 
2011 at Dibrugarh University, Assam and 
Kashmir University, Srinagar respectively. 
19 candidates were selected and placed 
in the frontier areas of Jammu & Kashmir 
and different states of North East. Another 
round of interview also held on February 
1, 2012 at IIMA where 32 candidates were 
interviewed by a committee of experts 
under the chairmanship of Prof. Anil K. 
Gupta and 14 candidates were selected. 

7. Summing Up 

The year under review has been 
extraordinary in many ways. The Sixth 
National Biennial Award function held at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan in March, 2012 will 
remain etched in the memory of grassroots 
innovators as a mark of how the country 
cares for their knowledge and ideas. NIF 
took almost 10 years to file 200 patents 
while in the year under report, it field 120 
patents in one year itself. The 
operationalisation of GTIAF, setting up of 
community fabrication workshops, and 
partnership with elite technology 
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institutions were other distinctive 
achievements. 

It is hoped that with the support of the 
DST and other stakeholders, NIF will 
continue to create new global and national 
benchmarks of service to creative common 
people of the country with the unstinted 
support of HBN volunteers. 

Volunteers invited 

It is apparent from the activities under 
report that despite becoming an integral 
part of Department of Science and 
Technology, NIF continues to draw upon 
volunteers in all fields and functions to 
achieve its goals. NIF is always looking for 
volunteers who wish to participate in any 
aspect of value chain around grassroots 
innovation and outstanding traditional 
knowledge. Interested colleagues can 
write to NIF at info@nifindia.org and offer 
to join this mammoth effort of  making 
India Innovative  by contributing in 
scouting and documentation, mobilizing 
ideas and innovations from children in 
and out of school, informal sector, rural 
areas or urban informal sector, value 
addition, validation, business 
development, dissemination; developing 
media strategy; designing products; filing 
patents or trademarks; writing stories; 
making films, or just walking with Honey 
Bee network volunteers during 
shodhyatras every summer and winter. 

TM 
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Auditor’s Report and Balance Sheet 
2011-12 
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NAME OF THE PUBLIC TRUST : - 
NATIONAL INNOVATION 
FOUNDATION 

REGISTRATION NO : 
F/7412 - AHMEDABAD 

We have audited the attached Balance 
Sheet of above named trust as at 31st 
March, 2012 and also the Income and 
Expenditure Account for the year ended 
on that date, annexed thereto. These 
financial statements are the responsibility 
of the trust’s management. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on 
these financial statements based on our 
audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance 
with the auditing standards generally 
accepted in India. Those standards 
required that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements 
are free of material misstatement. An 
audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. 
An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. 

We believe that our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Further to our comments in above 
paragraphs, we report that: 

(a) We have obtained all the 
information and explanations, which 
to  the best of our knowledge and belief 
were necessary for the purposes of our 
audit. 
(b) In our opinion, proper books of 

accounts as required by law have 
been kept by the Foundation so far as 
appears from our examination of 
accounts; 

(c) The Balance sheet and Income and 
Expenditure Account dealt with by 
this report are in agreement with the 
books of account; 

(d) In our opinion and to the best of our 
information and according to the 
explanations given to us, the accounts 
read with the notes thereon give the 
information required by the Bombay 
Public Trust Act, 1950 and the 
guidelines for accounting for the 
Central Autonomous Bodies issued 
by the Ministry of Finance in the 
manner so required and give a true 
and fair view except change in 
accounting practice for Interest earned 
and administrative overheads charged to 

different earmarked projects [Refer Note 
– 2(a) of Schedule – 11 – Significant 
accounting policies and notes to 
accounts, during the year– 

i. In the case of balance sheet, 
of the state of affairs of the 
foundation as at 31st March, 
2012; and 

ii. In the case of the Income 
and Expenditure Account, of 
the Excess of Income over 
Expenditure for the year 
ended on 31st March, 2012. 

As required under section 33(2) of the 
Bombay Public Trust Act, 1950, we 
further report that – 

(1) The accounts are maintained 
regularly and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act and the 
Rules. 

(2) The receipts and disbursements are 
properly and correctly shown in 
the accounts. 

(3) The cash balance and vouchers in 
the custody of the authorised 
person on the date of audit were 
in agreement with the accounts. 

(4) Books, Deed, Accounts vouchers 
and other documents and records 
required by us were produced 
before us. 
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(5) A register of movable and 
immovable properties is properly 
maintained and changes therein 
are communicated from time to 
time to the regional office of the 
charity Commissioner. 

(6) There are no defects and 
inaccuracies mentioned in the 
previous audit report which need 
to be complied with. 

(7) The manager / trustee required by 
us to appear before us did show 
and furnish necessary information 
required by us. 

(8) No properties of funds were 
applied for any object or purpose 
other than object or purpose of 
trust. 

(9) The amount outstanding for more 
than 1 year and amount written off 
were NIL. 

(10) Tenders were invited wherever 
the repairs or construction 
involving expenditure exceeding 
Rs.5000 was taken up. 

(11) We have not come across any case 
of alienations of immovable 
property contrary to the provision 
of section 36 of the act. 

(12) We have not come across any case 
of irregular, illegal or improper 
application of failure or omission 
to recover monies or other 
property belonging to public trust 

or of loss or waste of money or 
other property thereof on the part 
of trustees or any person while in 
the management of trust. 

(13) The minimum and maximum 
number of trustees is maintained. 

(14) The meetings are held regularly 
as provided in the trust instrument. 

(15) The minute’s book of the 
proceedings of the meeting is 
maintained. 

(16) None of the trustees has any 
interest in the investment of the 
trust. 

(17) None of the trustees is debtor or 
creditor of the trust. 

(18) No irregularities are pointed out 
by the auditors in the accounts of 
the previous year which require to 
be complied with by the trustees 
during the period of audit. 

For Mukesh M. Shah & Co., 
Chartered Accountant 
Firm Regi. No. :106625W 

Partner 
Chandresh S. Shah 
Membership No. : 42132 

Place  : Ahmedabad 
Dated :  26.07.2012 
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NATIONAL INNOVATION 
FOUNDATION - INDIA 

SCHEDULE: 11 - SIGNIFICANT 
ACCOUNTING POLICIES AND 
NOTES TO ACCOUNTS: 

1. Significant accounting policies : 

a) Basis of accounting 

The financial statements are 
prepared under the historical cost 
convention, on the accrual basis 
of accounting in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting 
principles in India (‘Indian 
GAAP’) as applicable, and the 
relevant provisions of the Bombay 
Public Trust Act, 1950 and in 
accordance with the guidelines on 
accounting for the central 
autonomous bodies, issued by 
Ministry of Finance. The 
accounting policies have been 
consistently applied by the 
Foundation; and the accounting 
policies not referred to otherwise, 
are in conformity with Indian 
GAAP. 

b) Revenue recognition 

All income and expenditure are 
recognized on accrual basis except 
in case of specific and conditional 
Grants. The un-spent amount of 

such Grant is liable to be returned 
or re-directed as per the directions 
of the Donor organisations. 
Accordingly the unspent amounts 
as on the date of Balance Sheet are 
shown as liability. Government 
grants/subsidies are accounted on 
realisation basis. 

c) Fixed assets and intangible 
assets 

i. Fixed assets are stated at cost, 
less accumulated 
depreciation. Cost includes all 
expenditure necessary to 
bring the asset to its working 
condition for its intended use. 
Fixed assets acquired from 
earmarked funds are shown 
as utilisation of funds in 
Schedule-2 in respective 
earmarked funds. 

ii. Any loss or gain on exchange 
rate fluctuation attributable to 
fixed assets is adjusted to the 
cost of fixed assets. 

d) Depreciation and amortisation 

Depreciation is provided on the 
Written Down Value (WDV) at 
rates and in the manner prescribed 
in Appendix I to the Income tax 
rules, 1962. 

e) Plan/Non-Plan grant received 
from the Government 

Plan Grants received during the 
tear are credited to revenue 
account except grants utilised for 
acquisition of capital assets during 
the year is credited to respective 
“Capital Fund” account. 

f) Earmarked Funds 

Funds/grant received for specific 
projects are credited to separate 
account and utilisation of the same 
also debited to respective funds/ 
grant accounts. Outstanding 
amount in those funds/grants 
shows amounts still to be incurred 
on running projects. 

g) Fellowships and scholarships 

Sponsored fellowships and 
scholarships are accounted 
against the sponsored project 
fund/grant. Fellowships and 
scholarships paid out of the 
organisation funds are treated as 
revenue expenditure and debited 
to “Establishment Expenses”. 

h) Expenditure on Technology 
acquisitions 

Payments made for acquiring 
rights in innovated products from 
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the innovators for making it 
available to public at large at low 
cost or no cost are charged to 
revenue account in the year of 
payment as recurring expenditure 
as “Technology acquired under 
Technology Acquisition Fund”. 

i) Investments 

The investments are stated at cost. 

j) Retirement and other employee 
benefits 

The foundation has not made any 
retirement benefits payable to the 
employees. The retirement benefits 
are accounted for as and when 
they become due and payable to 
the employees. 

k) Taxation 

Income tax provision is made as 
per applicable provisions of 
Income Tax Act,1961. 

l) Foreign Currency Transactions 

Transactions denominated in 
foreign currency are accounted at 
the exchange rate prevailing at the 
date of the transaction. 

2. Notes on Accounts : 

a) Change in Accounting practice : 

1. During the F.Y. 2011-12, 
the interest income of 
Rs.17,91,477/- earned on 
earmarked funds is credited to 
an earmarked Funds titled 
“Innovation Fund”. NIF 
became Grant-in-aid 
Institution in the mid of F.Y. 
2010-11. NIF had returned the 
corpus with interest to 
Government during the F.Y. 
2010-11 and balance of 
interest earned on Fixed 
Deposits out of corpus 
maturing during the year 
2010-11 has been credited to 
revenue account of F.Y. 2010- 
11. 

2. During the year, the 
institution has charged 
“Administrative overheads” to 
different projects and the same 
is credited to an earmarked 
fund titled “Innovation 
Fund”.. 

b) In the opinion of the trustees, the 
current assets, loans and advances 
have a value on realisation in the 
ordinary course, at least equal to 

the amount at which they are 
stated in the Balance Sheet. 

c) In opinion of the trustees, there is 
no contingent liability as on the 
date of balance sheet. 

d) The balances of loans and 
advances to innovators are subject 
to confirmation / reconciliation 
and the necessary adjustments, if 
any, in respect thereto will be 
carried out in the year in which 
they are settled. 

e) Taxation 

In view of there is no taxable 
income under Income Tax 
Act,1961, no provision for income 
tax has been considered necessary. 

f) Estimated amount of Capital 
contracts to be executed    -Rs. Nil 

g) Foreign Currency transactions : 
Value of Import on CIF basis 

- Rs. Nil 

Expenditure in Foreign Currency 
- Rs. Nil 

Earnings in Foreign Currency 
- Rs. Nil 
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Schedule – 1 to 11 are annexed to and 
from an integral part of the Balance 
Sheet as at March 31, 2012 and the 
Income and Expenditure Account for 
the year ended on that date. 

As per our report of even date attached 

Place  : Ahmedabad 
Dated :  26.07.2012 

For Mukesh M. Shah & Co., 
Chartered Accountant 
Firm Regi. No. :106625W 

Partner                   Trustee 
Chandresh S. Shah 
Membership No. : 42132 
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