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With major contribution from HBN volunteers, NIF 
has pooled a database of over 2,95,000 
technological ideas, innovations and traditional 
knowledge practices (not all unique, not all distinct) 
from over 595 districts of the country.

In collaboration with various R&D and academic 
institutions, agricultural and veterinary universities, 
and others institutions, NIF has helped in getting 
over 1500 grassroots technologies validated and/or 
value added. It has also set up an augmented 
Fabrication Laboratory (Fab Lab) with the help of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA 
for product development and strengthening in-
house research activities. Likewise, for preliminary 
validation of herbal technologies, facilities at 
Natural Product Laboratory of Society for Research 

and Initiatives for Sustainable Technologies and Institutions 
(SRISTI) were strengthened under the NIF-ICMR (Indian 
Council of Medical Research) collaboration. Under this 
collaboration 800 herbal leads for treating various human 
health diseases/ ailments have also been taken up for the 
validating claims of herbal healers.

NIF has filed over 980 patents, including eight filed in the USA 
and over 28 Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) applications, 
on behalf of the innovators and outstanding traditional 
knowledge holders. Of these, 52 patents were granted in 
India and 5 in USA. In collaboration with HBN, NIF has also 
filed applications for 68 plant varieties developed by farmers 
at Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers’ Rights Authority 
(PPVFRA, India). Of these, 7 have been successfully 
registered. NIF also has applied for 21 design registrations.



To support the transition of an innovation into an 
innovation based enterprise, NIF supports grassroots 
innovators financially through MVIF (Micro Venture 
Innovation Fund), a dedicated risk fund, established by 
NIF with the support by Small Industries Development 
Bank of India (SIDBI). Through this fund, NIF provided 
risk capital to 215 projects. As of 31st March, 2017, NIF 
has received over 1200 product inquiries from 108 
countries for various technologies. It has also 
succeeded in commercializing products across 
countries in six continents, apart from being successful 
in materializing 98 cases of technology licensing, with 
the support of Grassroots Innovation Augmentation 
Network (GIAN). The grassroots-to- global (g2G) model 
that NIF is propagating is set to change the way the 
world looks at creativity and innovations at grassroots. 

NIF has set up a Section 8 company, NIF Incubation and 
Entrepreneurship Council (NIFientreC), which is a 
Technology Business Incubator (TBI) incorporated with 
the financial support from Department of Science and 
Technology (DST). Its objective is to nurture grassroots 
innovators and technology with the help of youth in a 

‘sanctuary of innovation’ distributed all over the country 
through ex and in situ incubation by hand holding, 
mentoring, linking them with designers, fabricators, 
contract manufacturers etc., to convert innovation into 
social and/or economic enterprise by connecting these with 
investments. Twelve grassroots innovation based 
enterprises have been successfully registered as start-ups 
recognized by Department of Industrial Policy and  
Promotion (DIPP), Govt. of India as a part of incubation 
activity under NIFientreC.



NIF has also set up 37 community workshops at innovators' 
places throughout the country to facilitate transition of an idea 
into a proof-of-concept/ prototype. It has also acquired the 
rights of 81 technologies under Grassroots Technological 
Innovation Acquisition Fund (GTIAF), which NIF can diffuse at 
low or no cost for larger public good.

NIF organizes national biennial competition for grassroots 
innovations and outstanding traditional knowledge to 
recognize, respect and reward creativity of grassroots 
innovators, outstanding traditional knowledge holders, 
children and local creative communities (sd@nifindia.org). 
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE Competition is organized to bring 
out hidden creativity to bring out hidden creativity in children 

..................................... 

The Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India has been successfully implementing Innovation 
in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) scheme since 2010. Effective 2016-17, the INSPIRE scheme for 
school students has been revamped as INSPIRE Awards - MANAK (Million Minds Augmenting National Aspiration and 
Knowledge) and is being jointly executed by DST and NIF to align it with the action plan for "Start-up India" initiative 
launched by the Hon'ble Prime Minister. Under the scheme, in addition to the monetary support to students for their 
innovative ideas and selection at the district, state and national level, NIF will also incubate the top 60 innovations of the 
students.  

and make them think beyond their text books. Students up to standard 12 or those out of school, up to the age of 17 years, can 
participate in the competition by sending their original technological ideas or innovations (ignite@nifindia.org). The winners 
are announced every year on October 15 on the occasion of the birthday of Dr. Kalam, which is celebrated as Children’s 
Creativity and Innovation Day by NIF. Dr. Kalam gave away the IGNITE national awards since its inception in 2008 till 2014. 
The last awards on December 22, 2017 were given at the hands of the former President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee at 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat.



NIF is increasingly seen as a pivot of many national 
programmes that promote innovation in different sectors of our 
economy and at various levels in the society. The President of 
India gives away the awards to the grassroots innovators during 
the national biennial grassroots innovations and outstanding 
traditional knowledge award function. Since 2010, NIF has been 
organizing an exhibition of grassroots innovation at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan to expose the visitors to the pervasive 
culture of creativity and innovation at grassroots. To leverage on 
uniquely frugal and empathetic models of innovation developed 
in India, NIF has been supporting the President’s Secretariat in 

organising the Festival of Innovation (FOIN) in the month of March 
since 2015. As part of FOIN, a number of activities like global 
roundtables on inclusive innovations, public service delivery, 
financing of innovations, children’s creativity workshops, meeting 
of national innovation clubs, etc. were organized. Every second year, 
NIF’s national biennial award function was also organized on the first 
day of the FOIN. The last award function was held on March 4, 2017 
where the 9th National Grassroots Innovations and Outstanding 
Traditional Knowledge Awards were distributed. The year 2018 
onwards, the event will be organized as the Festival of Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship (FINE).  



NIF welcomes professionals and volunteers to join 
this movement and help take the ideas and 
innovation as well as traditional knowledge 
practices forward in the value chain. You can help in 
any aspect of the value and/or knowledge chain and 
aid in connecting formal and informal knowledge 
sectors on fair, just terms.
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Honey Bee Network is a crucible of like-minded individuals, 
innovators, farmers, academicians, policymakers, 
entrepreneurs and non-government organizations that 
subscribe to the Honey Bee philosophy. It is a philosophy of 
discourse, which is authentic, accountable and fair. The 
Network has been woven around three basic ideals. The 
Network believes that a knowledge system in order to 
become sustainable has to be both just and fair. Hence, 
while collecting knowledge from the knowledge holder; the 
network has made it a norm to acknowledge the knowledge 
provider with name and reference. In the second place, the 
source of knowledge i.e. the traditional knowledge holders 
and grassroots innovators must be acknowledged. Finally, 
part of any proceed that accrues from the value addition of 
local traditional knowledge and innovation must be shared 
in a fair and reasonable manner with the knowledge holders. 
These have been the guiding principles of the Network, 
which are fundamental to the functioning of the network and 
constitute the major non-negotiable for the Network. 


